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ADVERTISEMENT. 


| Tut folowing alot is mercy the fuſion of 
oY Cfircere friendſhip for one of the wiſeſt and beſt 
| of men, The little time allowed for the compoſition of 

it, and the tender wounded flate of mind the Author was 

in during that time, may perhaps be confidered 1 0 

i fuffcient apology, mould any be thought neceſſary, or 
his not preſenting lo the public, upon fuch an occaſion, 

4 more regular. finiſhed diſcourſe. Tt is ſent to the preſs 

in the ſame fimple form in which it was originally drawn 

up, and is moſt affeftionalely devoted to the family and 

friends of the deceaſed, as a humble token of reſpeft to 

his memory, and u grateful memorial of lis many 


virtues, 


Bz1sToL, May 4 
1779. 
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SERMON, &. 


HE ſervice now before me, is one of the 
moſt painful and diſtreſſing I was ever called 
to perform. Nor ſhould I have ventured to en- 
gage ih it, conſcious. that many of my honoured 
fathers and brethren in the miniſtry could have 
performed it much better, in many reſpects, than 
I am able to do; but, called to it by the voice of 
a long and moſt endeared friendſhip, and by tbe 
voice of this mournful widowed ſociety, over 
which my honored friend happily preſided for fo 
many years, 1 dared not refuſe it; and 1 bumbly 
hope, that my God and your God will carry me 
comfortably through it. Brethren, pray for me. 
And to what words can I more ſuitably direct 
your thoughts upon this deeply melancholy occa- 
fion, or which can be more expreſſive of the 
pungent feelings of my own heart as well as 
1 yours, 


(6) 
yours, than to thoſe very affecting words of the 
ſaered hiſtorian, concerning the Elders of the 
Church of Epheſus, when they took their final 
leave of their highly honored, their dearly 


beloved friend and miniſter the apoſtle Paul. 
They are recorded 


ACTS xx. 37. 38. 


AND THEY ALL WEPT SORE, AND FELL ON 


PaurL's NECK AND KISSED HIM. SoRROW“ 
ING MOST OF ALL FOR THE WORDS WHICH 
nt SPAKE, THAT THEY SHOULD SEE HIS 

FACE NO MORE. AND THEY ACCOMPANIED 
HIM UNTO THE $HIP, 


OT to have ſorrowed upon ſuch an occaſion, 
would have argued a more than brutal in- 


ſenſibility. The apoſtle had endeared himſelf to 


them by ten thouſand acts of chriſtian friendſhip 
during his reſidence amongſt them, and they were 
now to ſee his face no more. How could they 
refrain from tears and lamentations upon ſo ſad 
an occaſion ! | | | 

"This laſt interview of our apoſtle with his be- 
loved friends and brethren the Elders of the 
Church of Epheſus, whom he had ſent for to 
come and meet him at Miletus, and there to take 
| their 


C6 £41 
_ thai final leave of him, was affefing in the g 
higheſt degree. 

When they were come to him, ſee ver. 18. he 
thus pathethically addreſſed them. % Ye know, 
from the firſt day that I came into Aſia, after what 
manner I have been with you at all ſeaſons, ſerv- 
ing the Lord with all humility of mind, and with 
many tears and temptations which befel me by the 
lying in wait of the Jews ; and how I kept back no- 
thing that was profitable unto you, but have ſhewed 
you, and have taught you publickly,and from houſe 
to houſe, teſtifying both to the Jews, and alſo to the 
| Greeks, repentance towards God, and faith towards 

our Lord Jefus Chriſt. And now behold I go 
bound in the ſpirit unto Jeruſalem, not knowing the 
things that ſhall' befal me there ; ſave, that the 
Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every city, ſaying, that 
bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of theſe 
things move me, neither count I my life dear unto 
myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my courfe with joy, 
and the miniſtry which I have received of the 
Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of 

God.— And now, behold I know that ye all, 
among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom 
of God, ſhall ſee my face no more. Wherefore 
I take you to record this day, that I am pure 
from the blood of all men. For I have not ſhun- 
ned to declare unto you, all the counſel of God. 

A 4 | — Take 


—Take heed therefore unto yourſelves, and to 
all the flock over the which the Holy Ghoſt hath 


made you overſeers, to feed the church of God, 


which he hath purchaſed with his own blood. 


For I know this, that after my departing ſhall 
grievous wolves enter in among you, not ſparing 
the flock. Alſo of your ownſelves ſhall men 


ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw away dil. 
ciples after them. Therefore watch, and remem- 
ber that by be ſpace of three years, I ceaſed not 


to warn every one night and day with tears. 
And now, brethren, I commend you to God, 


and to the word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up, and to give you an inheritance. 


among all them which are ſanctified. I have co- 


veted no man's ſilver, or gold, or apparel. Yea, 


you yourſelves know that theſe hands have mi- 
niſtered unto my neceſſities, and to them that 


were with me. I have ſhewed you all things, 
how that ſo laboring, ye ought to ſupport the 
weak; and to remember the words of the Lord 


Jeſus, how he ſaid, It is more bleſſed to give 
than to receive, And when he had thus ſpoken, 


—vwhen he had concluded this bis faithful and a- 


ſectionate addreſs to them, and which they appear 
to have heard with the moſt religious and affec- 
tionate attention — before he finally parted with 
them, he kneeled down and prayed with them all. 
And 


( #:))- 


And they all wept ſore, and fell on Paul's neck. 
and kiſſed him, ſorrowing moſt of all for the words 
which he ſpake, that they ſhould ſee, his face no 
more. And they accompanied him to the ſhip.  , 
After ſo. ſolemn, ſo tender, and affeting an 
interview, with one whom they lo highly honored, _ 
ſo dearly loved, and with whom they were con- 
nefted by ſo many endearing ties; could they but 
have hoped again to have ſeen him, again to have. 
beard his inſtructive voice, again to have con- 
verſed and taken ſweet counſel together with 
him, their grief at parting might bave admit- 
ted of ſome alleviation: but to ſee his face no 
more, to behold his venerable countenance, to, 
hear his well known voice, in the public miniſtra-, 
tion of the word, and from houle to houſe, warn- 
ing them night and day with tears, to receive bis 
ſage advice—no more—this was a thought ſo cut- 
ting, ſo full of anguiſh, that it quite overcame; 
them. They knew not how to bear it. They all 
wept ſore, fell on his neck and kiſſed him, gave 
him' the laſt embrace, forrowing moſt of all for the 
words which he ſpake, this was what ſwelled 
their grief to ſuch a flood of ſorrow that it quite 
overwhelmed them, that they ſhquld ſee his face 
no more. yo 8 
And this it is which gives ſuch pungency, my 
friends, to your grief and mine upon the preſent 
: occaſion.— 


( 

occaſion.—1 ſhall ſee his face no more. From 
my very infancy I honored him as a father, 1 
looked up to him as a wiſe and prudent counſel- 
lor, I loved him as a moſt affeRionate brother. 

The longer and the more I knew him, the more I 
' honored, the more I confided in, the more I 
loved him. In him I enjoyed © the bright com- 
“ plexion, cordial warmth, and elevating ſpirit of 
a friend, for twenty,“ yea for thirty, © ſum- 
© mers ripening by my fide; all feculence of - 
+ falſhood long thrown'down ; all ſocial virtues 
* riſing in his ſoul ; as cryſtal clear; and ſmiling 
« as they rife *!” But my heart bleeds at the 
thought, I know not how to realize it, I know 
not how to bear it—I ſhall ſee his face no more. 
We ſhall preach, we ſhall pray, we ſhall viſit, we 
ſhall converſe, we ſhall journey together, we ſhall 
unboſom our ſouls to each other, no more. His 
lifeleſs body is now before me, his fpirit gone to 
return no more. I ſee his ſable coffin, I ſee his 
gaping grave, but I do not ſee, as I uſed to ſee, 
my honored, my amiable friend: no—1 ſhall 
ſee his face no more. 

And you my honored, my beloved brethren 
in the miniſtry; you, who walked ſo harmoniouſly 
and happily with him for many years; whoſe ta- 


* Dr. Young. 


lents 


(CW 9 


ſents and learning you admired, whoſe affability 
and condeſcenſion charmed you, whoſe gifts and 
unaffected piety often edified you; you, who all 
truly loved him, and were as truly loved by him: 
you ſhall ſee his face no more. He'll pay you the 
friendly viſit no more. He'll preach, he'll pray 
in your ſeveral pulpits no more. He'll join in 
your ſocial religious meetings, and in your annual 
aſſembly, no more, You ſhall ſee his face no 
more. | | 

And you, my dear friends, the members of this 
church, once, and for almoſt eight and twenty 
years, his beloved charge, the flock over which 
the Holy Ghoſt made him- overſeer ; you, 
amongſt whom for ſo long a period, he went 
preaching the kingdom of God, ſhall ſee his face 
no more. It was your honor and happinels to 
have ſuch a miniſter, to be bleſſed, and that for 
lo many years, with ſuch a wiſe, faithful, affec- 
- tionate, pious, and truly excellent a paſtor. You 
knew his uncommon worth, and highly prized 
him. You all affeQtionately loved him, and 
you were equally loved by him. He was happy, 
I know he thought himſelf peculiarly happy in his 
conneQtion with you. Ye were his glory and joy. 
O that ye may be the crown of his rejoicing in 
the day of the Lord Jeſus! Ye know after what 
manner he was with you at all ſeaſons, ſerving the 


Lord 
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Lord with all humilicy of mind, and with many 
tears and temptations. And how he kept back 
nothing that was profitable unto you, but ſhewed 
you, and taught you publickly, and from houſe 
to houſe, teſtifying to all that heard him, repent- 
ance towards God, and faith towards our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. You well remember him from ſab- 
bath to ſabbath in the place in which T now ſtand, 
judiciouſiy conducting and fervently animating 
your devotions. You remember him in prayer, 
in which he ſo much excelled, pouring out his 
very ſoul to God, in awful adoration, deep humi- 
lation, lively faith, ardent ſupplication, and fer- 
vent thankſgiving and praiſe. The copiouſneſs, 
variety, and fervor with which he diſcharged this 
part of his ſacred office, have often deeply affec- 
ted you, I might have almoſt ſaid melted your 
hearts within you. Nor can you forget with what 
plainneſs, with what ſimplicity, and yet at the 
ſame time with what evangelical ſtrength and 
energy, he preached to you the terrors of the law, 
and the precious promiſes of the goſpel ; alarm-_ 
ing the ſecure, warning the preſumptuous, in- 
ſtrubting the ignorant, comforting the contrite, 
and ſaying to them that were of a feeble heart, be 
ſtrong, fear not. He kept back nothing that was 
profitable for you, but rightly divided the word of 
truth, and gave tg ſaints and ſinners their portion 
in 


E 


in due ſeaſon. His general method, (to uſe bis 
own words, when ſpeaking in his late excellent 
performance, of the character of  Eugenius,) 
« was, not to hunt after any ching foreign to the 
1 ſubjett, nor, indeed any thing that may be fup< 
* poſed to lie deep in the text. But rather to 
« purſue the leading ideas, and enforce the ob- 
* vious meaning, with all the power of a genuine 
and unaffeted oratory. This method, as he 
* very properly adds, may not always. tickle the 
* ears, or gratify the curioſity of the hearers ; 
but it is, we apprehend, the beſt calculated" to 
inform the underſtanding and reach the heart.” 
3 bleſſed be God, it did reach the hearts as 
well as inform-the underſtandings of many. Ye 
are witneſſes. You have often felt the power of the 
word preached by him, relieving your conſciences, 
conquering your corruptions, purifying . your 
hearts, enabling you to overcome the world, to re- 
Joice in tribulation, and filling you with that joy 
and peace in believing, which are unſpeakable 
and full of glory. No ſmall Her: of par, 
are the ſeals of his miniſtry. 
There is a pleaſing variety in the gifts of 
miniſters as well as in the taſtes of hearers, 
and the Lord is pleaſed to overrule and bleſs 
| them all, in different parts of his church, for the 
one great purpoſe of in the body of Chriſt; 
ull 
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till at length all the grand deſigns of providence 
and grace ſhall be accompliſhed, and the people 
of God ſhall all come, in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto + 
perfect men, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the 
fulneſs of Chriſt : from whom the whole body 
- kitly joined together, and compaRted by that which 
every joint ſupplieth, according to the effeftual 
working in the meaſure of every part, maketh 
increaſe of the body, unto the od of 245 
in love. | | 

Nor have you been arlintaies; edified and com- 
forted alone, by his judicious and affectionate 
miniſtry. of the word, but you have often been 
greatly affected and ediſied alſo by his ſolemn ad- 
miniſtration of the goſpel ordinances. ou will 
not eaſily forget the gravity, the dignity, the fer- 
vor of his ſoul, when he ſtood by the baptiſmal 
font, poured out his heart to God in prayer, and 
then deſcended and moſt ee ed 28 to 
God there. | 

And can you ever href him at bs ſacramien- F 
tal board? Have not | your hearts often burnt 
within you'whilſt he has been ſpeaking to you of 
mat love which paſſeth knowledge! Whilſt he 
has been ſpeaking of the ſufferings of the Savior, 
and the glory that ſhall follow! I have re- 
peatedly had the ſingular pleaſure of joining with 
i 5 you 
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you upon theſe occalions ; 8 and I found it i good! to 
be there. 
fi your more private LEES for prayer and 
religious inſtruction, with what familiarity and 
condeſcenſion, wich what propriety and pathos 
did he ſpeak of the things of God to you, and 
pray with and for you! Ho-] often, upon 
theſe occaſions, has his face ſhone as with Aa 
divine luſtre, and his heart glowed with holy 
fervor!. F . 
Nor can you, be bh of him in your 
| relpeRive families, where he was ſo acceptable a 
viſitant, not only i in ſeaſons of affliction to Joothe 
and comfort you, but to brighten and animate, 
upon more pleaſing occaſions, your ſocial circles 
of cheerful, but rational and pious friendſhip. But 
why do I thus lengthen the ſad narrative ? What 
_ muſt be the cloſe of it, but—you ſhall ſee his 
face no more. In the pulpit, at the baptiſmal# 
Javer, at the table of the Lord, at your private 
religious meetings, and i in your domeſtic circles 
of ſociety and Chriſtian friendſhip,—you ſhall ſee | 
his f face no- more. | 


© No more the well-known features trace, 
No more renew the fond embrace.” 


To part vich ſuch a friend, ſuch a — ſuch 
a paſtor, though it were only for a time, muſt to 
| an 
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an affectionate people, and ſuch you truly are, 
be very affecting: but to part with him for ever, 
to ſee his face no more, there's an anguiſh i in this 
thought which no words can repreſent. But ſo it 
is, the awful decree is paſt ; here lies your breath- 
leſs Paſtor, and you ſhall ſee his face no more. 
Tou alſo that were hearers, and hearers only, 
in this congregation ; ; that in times paſt, ſome of 
you from your youth up, heard the goſpel from 
the lips of our deceaſed friend and brother, and 
fat ſtatedly under his miniſtry: you ſhall hear his 
voice and ſee his face no more. Have you neg- 
Tefted the great ſalvation he ſo often ſet before 
You, and che importance of which he fo awfully 
impreſſed upon you ? Has his miniſtry been the 
favor of death unto death to you ? It can now 
then be never made the favor of life unto life. 
You hall ſee his face no more. You ſhall 
never again ſee him, till you ſee him at the 
bar of God. And, ſhould you continue as you 
are, ſhould you live and die impènitent and un- 
converted, how will you bear ts meet him, as an 
awful witneſs againſt you, there! And yet, in the 
preſent mortal ſtate, as you too well know, you 
hall ſee his face no more. In the town, in the 
ſurrounding villages and neighbourhoods, where 
he ſo oſten diſpenſed the word of life, Ws face 


thall be ſeen no more. 
Pt 


(. if Þ | 
But the tendereſt part of the preſent ſervice as' 
yet remains untouched, How ſhall I addreſs the 
dear afflited family of my deceaſed friend ! It is 
a taſk, I fear, too hard for me. Methinks I hear 
you his late beloved wife, and nearly related to 
one of the moſt amiable of women that once 
ſtood in that dear relation tome; I hear you, with 
whom he walked for ſo many years in the moſt 
perfect conjugal love and friendſhip ; you that I 
know was dear to him as his own ſoul ; the wife 
of his youth, the friend of his boſom, the affec- 
tionate partner of all his cares and pleafures, his 
joys and ſorrows; the tender mother of his nu- 
merous hopeful offspring; methinks I hear you 
ſecretly moan and cry—Pity me, O my friends, 
for the hand of the Lord hath touched me! It 
has ſo indeed. Touched you in the tendereſt 
part, touched every trembling fibre, if I may ſo 
ſpeak, of your inmoſt ſoul. * When ſuch 
friends part, 'tis the ſurvivor dies“ But he 
that hath wounded' is able alſo to heal you. He 
that hath caſt you down, can, and I doubt not 
will, ſupport and raiſe you up. But I mean not 
to accuſe your tears, I mean not to reproach 
| your grief, You may, you muſt ſorrow, moſt of 
all, to think that your friend, your huſband, your 
_ paſtor, your earthly all, lies encloſed in a coffin, 
vill ſoon be hid in the grave before you, and, 
| B that 
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that you ſhall fee his face no more! - Your chil- 
dren around you may, and cannot but mingle 
their tears with yours. Their beloved father, 
their honor, their delight, their joy is gone, for 
ever gone. They ſhall ſee his face no more. 
No; they ſhall receive his paternal inſtructions, 
they ſhall bear his parental prayers for them, they 
ſhall liſten to his converſation, they ſh all behold 
his amiable example, they ſhall hear his well- 
known voice, they ſhall ſee his face no more, 
My dear young friends, we all pity you from our 
hearts, we all pray for you, and ve hope and truſt 
that your father's God will be your God, for ever. 
Some of you, your deceaſed parent had the inex- 
preſſible pleaſure !of ſeeing walk in the truth. O 
that the reſt may follow in due time, and in the 
ſtead of the deceaſed father, may the children riſe 
up to call the Lord blefſed ! May you be the joy 
of your amiable and ſtill ſurviving-mother, and 
with her, meet your departed father in the worlds 
of bliſs, and be happy for ever!—Byt you are 
now in ſorrow ; you ought to be fo ; and we are 
all come here to ſorrow, to weep with you. On 
ſuch an occaſion, © Our tears become us, and 
. * our grief is juſt,” The Elders of Epheſus 
when they parted with Paul wept fore ; nor do we 
find they were reproved for it. And the ſource 
of their ſorrow was like ours. They ſorrowed 


moſt 
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moſt of all, we read, for the words which ke 
ſpake, that they ſhould ſee. his face no more, 
And are not theſe the words which the provi- 
dence of God now ſpeaks to us? Ye ſhall ſee his 
face no more. Aﬀetting thought? this is the 
united language. teverberated from us all—We 
ſhall ſee his face no more. We need not be 
aſhamed to weep over the dead body of ſuch 4 
man, ſuch a chriſtian, ſuch a miniſter, ſuch a 
friend, ſuch an ornament to ſociety, ſuch a bleſ- 
ſing to the church and the world ; our divine maſ- 
ter, upon ſuch an occaſion, wept before us. He 
not only wept over a periſhing Jeruſalem, but he 
wept over the graye of his friend Lazarus. Jeſus 
wept. And his affeQtionate diſciples when they 
heard of Lazarus's death, immediately ſaid, let 
us go and die with him. That is go and bewail 
his death, and ſympathize with his bereaved 
friends. And how did David weep over his bros 
ther Jonathan! But ſhould there be any marble 
heart in the preſent aſſembly, ready to think I 
have exceeded upon the preſeat occaſion, I ſhall 
ſeek no other apology than that which the friend» 
ly Jews made for my beloved maſter before me— 
Behold, ſay they, John xi. 86. how he loved 
him! 
nt is there no ray of comfott to W the 
awful gloom with which we are overſpread? Is 

B 2 there 
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there no light to pierce the ſurrounding darkneſs? 
Bleſſed be God, there is. | | 


1. Though we are conſtrained mournfully to 
ſay of our departed friend, that we ſhall ſee his 
face no more ; yet we have reaſon to be thank- 
ful for our paſt enjoyment of him, and for all that 
God was pleaſed to do in, and for, and by him. 

Let us not, becauſe he is now taken from us, 
forget to be thankful that he was ever given to us. 
He was a burning and ſhining light, and we re- 
joiced in his light, though it could be but for a 
ſeaſon. But let us be thankful for what we did 
enjoy. Thankful for the great talents, learning, 
grace, gifts, and amiable diſpoſitions God was 
pleaſed to give him; that he ſaw fit ſo long to 
continue him, and to do ſo much good by him. 

A manofaclearer head, a ſounder heart, or of + 
more amiable, ſteady, happy temper, the world hath 
ſeldom known. In his younger years he was par- 
ticularly attached to the ſtudy of the mathematics, 
and made a diſtinguiſhed figure in the periodical 
publications of that day. He was a native of 
Dorſetſhire, and in early life joined himſelf to 
a Baptiſt Church at Loughwood in that county, 
then under the paſtoral care of that truly original 
genius, and eminent ſervant of God, the Rev. 
Iſaae Hann, to whom he was related. By this 
| | church 
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church he was encouraged to devote himſelf to 
the Chriſtian miniſtry, and with that view recom- - 
mended to the ſeminary of religion and learning 
in Briſtol, then under the direction of that learned 
and holy man of God, the Rev. Bernard Foſkett. 
Here he continued for ſeveral years, and made 
ſuch proficiency in the ſeveral branches of know- 
ledge he attended to, as did the greateſt credit to 
himſelf and his worthy tutor. At the cloſe of his 
ſtudies, a vacancy being made in this congrega- 
tion by the death of the Rev. Mr. Cooke, at that 
time and for many years before your worthy and 


vited to preach as a candidate, and, after full trial 
of his miniſtry and manner of life was affec- 
tionately invited to ſuccede -in the paſtoral office. 
He was accordingly ordained amongſt you, as 
ſome of you can remember, in the ſummer of the 
year 1751 ; and, bleſſed with a remarkable ſhare 
of health and ſpirits, continued with ſcarcely any 
interruption, in the aſſiduous, faithful, affec- 
tionate and ſucceſsful diſcharge of the various im- 
portant duties of his ſtation, character and office, 
almoſt to his dying day. The laſt fabbath but one 
which he ſpent on earth, was employed in his be- 
loved work of preaching the goſpel amongſt you; 
and he received a ſpeedy and gentle diſmiſſion from 
his work to his reward, The two laſt ſubjeQs he 
ever 


affectionate Paſtor ; our honored friend was in- 
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ever preached on were ſomewhat remarkable; 
The one was from theſe awful words. Prepare 
to meet thy God! The other; Be pleaſed O Lord 
to deliver me, O Lord, make haſte to help me. 

In his ſentiments he was ſound, rational, liberal, 
and ſtrictly ſcriptural ; and in his preaching, plain, 
praftical, powerful, and thoroughly evangelical. 
His ideas of the great plan of providence and 
grace were uniform, grand, extenſive, and truly 
noble. And theſe ideas he earneſtly deſired to 
impreſs. upon the hearts of his hearers. He was 
happy in his union to you, as a ſenſible, pious, 


candid, peaceable and affeQtionate people; and I 


know you thought yourſelves honored and happy 
in your connection with him, as your friend and 
Paſtor. 15 * 1 

Nor were his labors confined to you only, but 
exiended to the world in general, and the youth 
of the riſing age in particular. By his learned 


vritings, which in 1774, procured him the ho- 


norable diploma of Dottor in Laws, though dead, 


| | he yet fpeaketh, and will continue to ſpeak, I 


doubt not, to diſtant ages. His philological works, 
I mean his celebrated grammar and dictionary, are 
ſo well known, and univerſally eſteemed, that 
they are greatly above my humble encomiums. 


And J am ſure, it is impoſſible to read his ſenti- 


ments on Education, without admiring the juſt- 
| neſs 
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peſs of thought, and propriety and elegance of 
language which diſtinguiſh that uſeful performance. 
But the work which in my humble opinion will do 
the greateſt honor to his feelings as a man, and his 
piety and liberal ſpirit as'a Chriſtian, as well as to 
his abilities as a writer, is that which he ſcarcely 
lived to ſee publiſhed, but which you well knew 
him to be the author of, and which is now pre- 
= ſented to the world under the title of The Dia- 
= logues of Eumenes. Here you have a fine moral 
picture of the author's heart. In this work there 
are ſuch a variety of charatters introduced, ſuch 
natural and beautiful deſcriptions, ſuch moral and 
religious inſtruction, ſuch pathetic and tender 
ſcenes, that I ſcruple not to pronounce it one of Th 
the moſt entertaining and at the ſame time inſtrue- 
tive performances that was ever addreſſed to the 
youth of this or any age. Some of the ſheets of 
it 1 never have read, and I believe never ſhall 
read, without a moiſtened cheek and a heaving 
heart. But little did I think when weeping over 
the death of a Sophron and Clementina, I ſhould 
ſo ſoon be called to weep over the grave of the 
author of that inſtructive, and highly pathetic nar- 
rative. But let us be thank ful he was ſpared ſo 
long, and enabled to do ſo much. Let us adore 
the hand of God in his removal; let us remember 
and imitate every thing that was awiable in him; 
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and prepare, under the influence of divine grace, 
ſpeedily to follow him. Shall not the judge of all 
the earth do right ? Can Heerrin his proceedings, 
or be miſtaken in any of his diſpenſations? How 
impious the very thought! In the moral, and in 
the natural world, it were Atheiſm not to believe, 
chat there is not a ſingle event takes place, but, as 
far ar it relates to the Divine Being, to the great 
Supreme, it is perfectly, it is abfolutely right. 
There is a noble and comprehenſive ſenſe in which 
it may be truly faid in the language of the poet— 
„ Whatever 18, is RIGHT. Yes, religion teaches 
us, even when weeping over the grave of a be- 
loved friend, to ſing of the righteouſneſs of the 
Lord, and to adore his wiſe unerring providence. 
It teaches us, humbly and meekly to ſay, The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, and 
bleſſed be the name of the Lord. Vea ſometimes 
it enables us triumphantly to cry out, in the midſt 
of the greateſt ſorrows, in uniſon with the bleſſed 
above, Hallelujah, for the Lord God omnipo- 
tent reigneth ! Juſt and true are thy ways O King 
of ſaints! He will keep them in perfect peace, 
whoſe minds are ſtayed on him. This leads me 
to add. 


2. Though our friend and brother is dead, and 
we ſhall ſee his face no more, yet God ever lives. 
Though 


( 25 }) 


Though miniſters die as well as their people, 
Jeſus the great Head of his Church ever lives, and 
becauſe he lives, Chriſtians, ye ſhall live alſo. 
He is the ſame yeſterday, to day and for ever. 
He that has provided for you paſtors after his 
own heart heretofore, is able to do the ſame 
again, Let your truſt be in him; your eyes, 
your hearts lifted up unto him! He vill never 
leave nor forſake you. His language is, Lo; I 
am with you always even unto the end of the 
world ! And he can make up the Joſs we have 
ſuſtained, to us all. Let this then be our con- 
ſolation. Though you my honored friend that 
ſtood in the neareſt relation to the decealed may 
be ready with a burſting heart to ſay—My 
HusBanD is dead—And you the dear children 
of the deceaſed, Our FaTnzr is dead—And we 
that were connected with him in the miniſtry, 
Our beloved BROTHER is dead And you the 
members of this church Our dear PasTor is 
dead—and we ſhall ſee his face no more! Yet 
ſtill God ever lives, Chriſt ever lives, and though 
we have loſt a fruitful ſtream of felicity, the 
fountain remains the ſame. Let us go to this 
fountain and drink and live for ever. Let us 
caſt our burden upon the Lord, for he will 
ſuſtain us. He will be the Judge of the widow, 
the Father of the fatherleſs, and he will provide 
| C for 
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for the deſtitute. The fathers in ages paſt where 
are they? And the prophets, do they any of 
them live for ever? But the great head of the 
church lives for ever, and becaule he lives, as 
we have obſerved, his people ſhall live alſo. 
Let us then delight ourſelves in the Lord our 
God, and be vill give us the deſire of our 
hearts. Truſt in him, and He will bring it ta paſs. 
Finally, in the third and laſt place. Though 
we ſhall ſee the face of our friend no more on 
earth, we hope to ſee, and be vich him, in a far 
happier ſtate, in heaven. 
. We do not ſorrow as thoſe: that are F e 
bope. As, our honored friend lived, ſo he died 
in the Lord. He received the ſentence of death 
in himſelf, when. his diſorder was pronounced in- 
curable, with true chriſtian dignity and eom- 
poſure. O Lord, theſe were his words, Thy will 
be done! Soon; after, ;he calmly ſettled his tem- 
poral affairs, devoutly reſigned his, foul into the 
hands of that Jeſus whom he had long faithfully 
preached, and ſincerely. loved, took the laſt leave 
of his weeping family and friends around him, and 
then patiently waited till his change came. 
To a miniſter who expreſſed to him his hope 
that be was reſigned and happy in the near proſ- 
pect of his approaching diſſolution, he replied, 
— Perfectly ſo; I am waiting for my diſcharge.” 
And to ſeveral of his friends and brethren around 
him, 


6 


him, he was heard cheerfully to ſay We have 
« been friends in the fleſh on earth, and I hope 


« we ſhall be friends in the ſpirit, in heaven. 


To one of his friends he expreſſed his concern 


that he had not more glorified his God and Sa- 
vior on earth, but added with apparent joy and 
pleaſure But I can glorify him in heaven.“ 
To one of his brethren who ſaid to him that he 
had promiſed himſelf, great happineſs in the en- 
joyment of his company, he replied, © Yes Sir, 
„and ſo had 1, but it is now all over.“ ButT 
hope, my. dear Sir, replied his friend, Amidſt 
all, you can ſay, It is well. He replied, ©& Yes, 
“ it is well, I do not wiſh myſelf in other hands, 
* nor things otherwiſe than they are.” 

When he was in his laſt moments, juſt before 
he expired, he ſeemed to have his foul abſorbed 


in ſome great contemplation, I had almoſt faid 


viſion of the Deity. His words were—* It is 
“the great principle of life, from whom all 


. © others proceed.” He repeated them diſtinaly 


again; and then his change came, and he ſweetly 


heaven, ſays the inſpired apoſtle, ſaying unto me, 
Write, bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord, 
for they reſt from their labors, and their works do 
follow them. To depart and be with Chriſt is far 


better than to be here. To the chriſtian, to die 
| | | i. 


breathed his laſt. It may be almoſt literally ſaid, 2; 
he fell aſleep in Jeſus. But I heard a voice from 


\ 


ein. Abſent from the body, he is preſent 
puh the Lord. And though we muſt now ſorrow- 
fully commit the precious duſt before us to the 
| 8 repoſe of the grave, accompanying our friend not 
o the ſhip, but to the tomb; yet at the ap- 
pointed ſeaſon, the trumpet ſhall found, the 
fl graves ſhall be all burſt open, and the dead 
= ariſe. And then, at the reſplendent morning of 
T7 the reſurreQion, this mortal ſhall put on immor- 
Il 5 tality, this corruptible incorrupt ion, and death 
be ſwallowed up in victory. O death where is 
6 ſling, O grave where is thy victory! Are we 
at <hriſtians ?—We ſhall go then, and we know not 
"how ſoon, to our departed friend, though he ſhall 
' no more come back to us. Yes, we ſhall hail him 
again in the realms of immortality and bliſs, and 
the days of our mourning ſhall be ended. We 
6 not, we cannot ſorrow as thoſe that have 
no hope, for if we believe that Jeſus died and 
, Toſe again, even fo them alſo that fleep in 
Jeſus will God bring with him. And when Chriſt 
ho is our life ſhall appear, we alſo, together 
ith all the pious dead, ſhall appear with him in 
glory! Wherefore let us comfort one another 
4 . theſe W . | 
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